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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 2 April 1957 

Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 


SUBJECT 


AQUA TONE Plana 


1. The purpose of this memorandum is to remind you of the major 
decisions that need to be made in the near future concerning AQUA TONE and 
to outline the manner in which I recommend that these decisions be obtained. 


2. It goes without saying that the most important matter to be 
decided is whether we will be allowed to operate this summer and if so, where 
and how. Looking further ahead there are decisions to be made about the 
evolution and termination of this project after next fall. The basic planning 
decision is whether the Agency is to retain a capability after the fall of 1957 
and if so on what scale and under what cover. If a capability is to be retained, 
four specific courses of action under consideration seem at this time to exhaust 
the possibilities. 

a. Continued operation at roughly present strength. 

b. Continued operation with two detachments with fewer 
aircraft and about half the present number of people. 


25X1 C 


d. Continued operation with either one or two carrier~based 
detachments in cooperation with the Navy. 

Either (or both) of the last two modes of operation could of course be combined 
with continued operations from Air Force bases as at present. 

25X1 A 3. Considerable urgency attaches to the making of these longe r run 

plans, Decisions must be made in the near future on; the disposition of 


the budget tor Fiscal year 1953, our requirement for the lacilities now occupied 
at AF bases abroad (especially Adana), the conversion or purchase of equip* 
ment for carrier operatioos(if alternative course of action d. is contemplated) 
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c. That you and General White present th«a« alternative* to 
the President without strong recommendations and seek an indication 
of his opinion. 


/&/ 

RICHARD M. RISS£UL. JR. 
Project Director 


RMBidjm 

1- DCI 

2- DDCI 

3- D*p. Pro. Dir. 

4- Pro. Dir. C hr one 

5- Pro. Dir. Suhj 
^4r*Proj. Cbrono (Hold) 
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